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NATURAL RESOURCES MASTER PLAN COMMITTEE REPORT 

PURPOSE 

The abundance of natural resources plays a major role in the quality of life in Wolfeboro. Both 

residents and visitors appreciate and enjoy the natural beauty and recreational opportunities 

provided by these resources. It is therefore imperative that these natural resources are 

preserved for all to enjoy.  

GOALS 

Wolfeboro has agricultural lands, lakes, ponds, streams, wetlands, scenic vistas and forested 

areas. Each of these areas has unique characteristics with unique issues related to their 

preservation. Work is being done by various committees and entities to protect these 

resources. Efforts range from shoreline regulations, to protecting small streams and vernal 

pools, to working to control invasive species, and providing incentives for people to keep their 

lands in “current use”. 

Looking to the future, Wolfeboro needs to ensure that our natural resources are protected and 

not degraded, and that people can continue to enjoy year-round access. It is also important to 

promote initiatives such as increasing the connectivity of our trail systems, the preservation of 

large unfragmented land areas, developing partnerships with neighboring towns and not-for-

profits to promote common preservation goals, and educating the public on the hows and whys 

of resource protection. Our Boards need to constantly be on the lookout for developing 

problems and take steps to prevent them from becoming major issues. We also must make sure 

that present and future regulations are enforced.  

Wolfeboro’s natural resources are fundamental to the town’s heath, vitality and economy. 

While there always must be a balance between development and protection of our natural 

resources, the importance of our natural resources to the town is great. Protecting these assets 

for future generations is paramount.  
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RECOMMENDATIONS  

AGRICULTURE 

Local agricultural products are of economic importance to Wolfeboro and the town needs to encourage 

people to continue to produce these products. 

1) Through education, help stake holders understand Best Management Practices (BMPs) for 

forests and farm fields as well as the tax incentives that are available to them. This should be 

done through forums, pamphlets and encouraging contact with the available extension services. 

2) Identify active and traditional farmland and provide resources to assist in their viability such as 

reinvigorating and supporting the agricultural commission. 

 

WORKING IN A REGIONAL MANNER 

Some threats to the natural beauty of Wolfeboro extend beyond our borders or require outside financial 

assistance. Wolfeboro is not an island and the town must work cooperatively to achieve the goal of 

preserving our natural resources. 

1) The Town must communicate with neighboring towns and non-profit entities to deal with 

regional issues to protect unfragmented lands on a regional basis. 

2) The Town must continue collaborating with local land trusts to conserve important natural 

resources within the town boarders. 

3) The Town must continue to work with State and regional groups such as the Winnipesaukee 

Watershed Association and the New Hampshire Lakes Association that help steward, protect 

and manage water resources held in common such as Lake Winnipesaukee. 

KEEPING LAND UNFRAGMENTES 

Large tracks of land have value for wildlife and our scenic vistas. For this reason, development must be 

done in a reasonable manner to protect large, unfragmented tracts of land and “high value” wildlife 

habitat. 

1) Continue to encourage landowners to keep large tracts of land undivided lands through means 

such as current use. This can be done through publicity of their benefits to the public at large 

and through interaction with landowners who can take advantage of “current use”. 

2) Maintain the integrity of regulations relating to development on Class 6 roads to reduce 

fragmentation of land as these roads generally are in sparsely developed areas. 

3) Encourage developers to use Best Management Practices through communication during the 

permitting process which with little cost can be better for the environment and help the 

developer produce a better product.  

4) Identify land which is most important in protecting our natural resources so that the town and 

non-profits can be proactive about purchasing these lands or gaining easements on them.  
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5) Get input from the public about what factors, such as water quality, open space or agricultural 

lands, they most value about our community. This should then be used by the Conservation 

Commission and the Planning Board to develop plans to further protect these resources and can 

be used to develop a co-concurrence model for conservation.  

6) Consider developing wildlife protection area maps to help guide subdivision development which 

would be used as part of the development planning process. 

REGULATIONS TO PROTECT OUR NATURAL RESOURCES 

Protecting Wolfeboro’s natural resources, in some cases, may require changes to the town’s regulations. 

1) Consider adding site specific soil mapping for erodible soils associated with the steep slopes 

ordinance as an addition to the regulations that protect our water quality. 

2) Consider regulations related to people pumping water from our lakes and streams for such 

things as sales to people filling swimming pools. 

3) Revisit shoreline regulations with regard to heights of buildings as well as additional boathouses 

to protect the scenic nature of the shorelines. 

4) Get input from the public as to whether new ordinances are needed for solar panels and wind 

energy. 

5) Evaluate present conservation subdivision regulations to see if they really protect our natural 

resources. These regulations were written based on best management practices at the time but 

new data may mean that they should be revised.  

6) Update regulations related to site specific soil sampling for new development proposals. 

  

PROTECTING OUR FORESTS 

Our forests are important to the town as a whole but also to the individuals who own them. For the 

benefit of the public and the landowners, we need to make sure that these resources are taken care of 

by Best Management Practices (BMPs). 

1) Get information on BMPs to landowners when they file an “intend to cut” so that the 

landowners better understand the process and make sure that they get appropriate benefit 

from the timber sale and prevent degradation of their land. 

2) Have a Town Timber Monitor make sure that timber harvests are done according to regulation. 

 

PROTECTING TOWN PROPERTIES FOR GENERATIONS TO COME 

Properties owned by the town are valuable assets. They need to be protected for future generations. 

The town needs to make sure that they are not overused and therefore degraded but the town must 

also look to finding new uses for these properties where appropriate. 

1) Increase the number of town owned forests and other forest areas protected by easement. 
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2) Work toward having all town owned forest lands protected by conservation easement. 

3) Develop an asset management plan for Town owned lands so that long range planning can be 

done for these properties. 

4) Determine the feasibility and economic benefit for solar energy on municipal properties. 

5) Develop improved monitoring strategies by professionals for lands protected by the Town so as 

to prevent more “duties” for the Conservation Commission. 

 

KEEP DOING GOOD THINGS 

Some things presently being done are important for protecting our natural resources. Mentioning these 

underlines their importance and indicates that they should continue. 

1) Continue to maintain protection for vernal pools that has been the subject of recent warrant 

articles. 

2) Make every effort to follow up on restrictions placed during the permitting process through 

oversight by town officials. 

3) Continue to support the control of aquatic and terrestrial invasive species.  

4) Continue to regulate the development of commercial properties and private properties to 

protect our natural resources. 

5) Assist the Conservation Commission in keeping an inventory of vernal pools. 

 

KEEP OUR WATERS CLEAN 

Because of the importance of our lakes, streams and pure drinking water to our economy, protection of 

Wolfeboro’s high water quality should be part of every municipal decision. 

1)  Keep looking at salt use on roads and how it relates to water quality and then use best 

management practices as they evolve over time. 

2) Consider conservation easements to protect aquifers which may be aided by grants from the 

State or other sources.  

3) Insure that agricultural and timber harvesters are using best management practices. 

4) Work to protect, through easement or purchase, the entire watershed to the town’s water 

supply. 

5) Ensure that the aquifer protection district is delineated and also being protected with updated 

data. 

6) Consider the creation of staff position related to storm water management based on the 

increased number of these projects and the need for oversight and coordination of the projects. 

7) Support existing watershed planning efforts on Lake Wentworth, Crescent Lake, Rust Pond, 

Mirror Lake and Winter Harbor AND develop plans for the parts of the watershed that are not 

presently under study.  
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8) Insure that future development is in balance with supply of water and the ability to dispose of 

waste for commercial and self contained sites. This may require action from the Select Board or 

Planning Board. 

9) Update the lists of large above ground and below ground oil storage tanks as well as hazardous 

waste sites. 

MAINTAINING RECREATIONAL OPORTUNITIES 

Wolfeboro needs to continue to provide recreational opportunities in all seasons of the year for our 

residents and visitors. 

1) Develop a plan based on historic use and projected use to improve and protect existing 

recreational, natural and cultural resources and develop new facilities and programs to meet the 

future needs of town residents. For instance, our town beaches have increased use and planning 

must be done to keep them viable in the future and some of the existing town properties can be 

developed for more recreational use. 

2) Continue to provide needed facilities on our trails and recreational areas such as the Foss Field 

pavilion and at the Abenaki Ski Area but also look to providing appropriate facilities at other 

trailheads and recreation areas.  

3) Update the signage on trails so that the public can easily understand how to get the most 

enjoyment out of their experience. 

4) Develop town-wide map/layer of the trail system and access points with clear delineation of 

acceptable uses and difficulty level of each trail. This should include parking information as well 

as boat launch sites. 

5) Continue to work to protect access to town owned properties and popular recreation areas 

through purchase or easement so they are not blocked off by private landowners which would 

prevent the public from accessing them.  

6) Encourage further development of trails and paths on public and private lands to provide 

recreation opportunities for young and old. As an example, it might be possible to create a trail 

from the Nick to the Cotton Valley Trail so people could travel from town to the Nick on foot or 

bicycle off the main roads. Expansion of other summer and winter trail systems is possible. 

7) Develop and implement a plan to streamline trash bin collection and recycling in public spaces 

so that our residents and visitors know that we care about keeping our town clean and are 

thinking about recycling. 

 

KEEP OUR ROADS BEAUTIFUL 

What people see when they drive on Wolfeboro’s roads is important for visitors and residents. We need 

to protect and maintain our scenic roads and vistas as well as maintaining our tree-lined roads and 

gardens. 

1) Continue the support of protection and maintenance our town’s gardens and trees along our 

roads, paths and the town center. 
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2) Support maintenance of vistas through helping owners to maintain open fields. 

3) Continue to implement the State’s scenic road law and the Town’s scenic road policy. 

4) Hold a forum to get input from community members regarding design standards for viewsheds 

and determine how they might be protected through reasonable regulation.  

5) Look into whether other town roads would benefit from scenic road designation. 

6) Update and keep a tree survey of town trees. 

 


